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One of the few things I take from the sports world is this thought from Vince Lombardi.  “I never lost a game. I just ran out of time.”

That “never look back” philosophy took Fred Huff through one of the greatest collegiate sports information careers in this country at Southern Illinois University and, in retirement, he has given our community far more gifts than we deserve.

 He has seemingly set a goal of leaving nothing unfinished. No game lost. No history unwritten. No ties.  A tie is like kissing your sister.

 Members of the Du Quoin Community Unit District 300 Foundation, you have chosen well in honoring a man I love with all my heart as recipient of the 2011 Outstanding Community Citizen Award.

You feel insignificant when you think of the circles in which Fred Huff travels: football great and SIU athletic director Gale Sayers, whom Fred navigated through the oft-times treacherous waters of SIU sports; Bruce Weber, still one of his closest friends, and more familiar names like Rich Herrin. As a member of the Missouri Valley Conference Hall of Fame his name recognition becomes exponential.

Yet, to this day he struggles when people ask: Who’s that guy with Doc Holladay.

Fred Huff's career as sports information director at SIUC began sometime after the Salukis stopped being called simply the “Maroons”. It traverses the golden years of the 1960s when in two year’s time, SIU's men's teams won 18 of a possible 20 conference championships and four national championships. The Salukis followed with six more national titles and made the move to the NCAA's university division in athletics in 1968, a year after having captured the National Invitation Tournament basketball championship. SIU hosted four NCAA university division national tournaments. Huff's publications received more than a dozen awards from the College Sports Information Directors of America and his 1967 basketball guide was named the `best in the nation" in the college division ranks.

 After 11 years at SIU, Fred resigned in 1971 to accept a position as vice president/general manager of the Du Quoin State Fair only to return in 1977 as assistant athletic director under Gale Sayers. Overall Fred has been on the sidelines or in the press box in an official capacity for almost 400 Saluki football games and more than 1,000 basketball games. 

Before and during retirement Fred gave to us the first 50-year history of the Hambletonian, the complete history of the Du Quoin State Fair, the painstakingly created 100 year history of Saluki sports (completed in 2005) and the complete history of Du Quoin High School football. He created and chaired Du Quoin’s sesquicentennial commission and continues the tradition of the Elks All-Sports banquet while serving as president of the Du Quoin Chamber of Commerce.

In 2000 he was inducted into the SIU Hall of Fame, in 2003 was honored as Du Quoin’s Outstanding Citizen of the Year, was presented with the Alumni Achievement Award for Distinguished Service at SIU and more recently was inducted into the Missouri Valley Conference Hall of Fame.

But my voice is not tonight’s meaningful voice. Instead, it is the collective voice of thousands of athletes who have been fully indexed—their sports lives fully chronicled and their place in history preserved in the great histories that Fred has written.

Fred, you took the love of the game as an outstanding athlete yourself to being a metaphor on how to succeed in life. No nonsense. A tremendous love of family—Ann, Carol, Fred and Susan. Yet, with a playful wit and wisdom and certainly the heart of a lion. We felt we needed to come here tonight to tell you these things.

