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The name Avon is as global and recognizable as the Ford Motor Co. , Pepsi-Cola, Caterpillar or Mc Donald's, but its story is much more interesting and one of its top executives--Don Moss of Du Quoin--is a large part of its success story.

Avon was founded in 1886 by then 28-year-old David H. Mc Connell, who sold books door-to-door and gave out perfume samples to entice women to buy his books. His perfume proved to be much more popular than his books and the California Perfume Company of New York was born. It started in a 500 square foot manufacturing and shipping office. Its first sales representative was a woman by the name of P.F. Albee in 1897. Mc Connell added a small laboratory in 1906 and in 1914 its California office was destroyed in the Great Earthquake. 

The company was incorporated in 1916 and by 1918 sold 5 million bottles of perfume in the United States. By 1928 sales would hit $2 million. In October 1939 the name was changed to Avon Products, Inc., the name borrowed from a visit to Stratford-Upon-Avon in the United Kingdom. By 1954 sales reached $55 million and the "Avon Calling" advertising campaign was introduced.

It was two years later that Don Moss of Du Quoin, a business graduate of the University of Illinois, joined Avon -- first as an accountant, then supervisor of manufacturing and accounting in Pasadena, later supervisor of accounting in Springdale, Ohio, as regional controller in Atlanta and general manager of the Northeastern Division.

Don's commitment to the Avon brand contributed to the company's global golden era as controller, group vice-president of worldwide operations and international vice-president. By 1983 he was Director of Avon in Canada, Japan, Thailand, Malaysia and group vice-president of human resources and administration.

By 1979, sales reached $3 billion, with one million sales agents. Today sales exceed $12 billion worldwide with more than 300 scientists working in a new a research and development facility built at its original site in Suffern, N.Y. 

Don is a former director of The Atlanta Athletic Club. He was the national treasurer and a director of the Girls Clubs of America from 1973 to 1976. 

Since 1998 he has served as chairman of the compensation and audit committees of the Piedmont Office Realty Trust in Johns Creek, Ga and independent director of Wells Timberland, Inc. of Norcross, Ga.

We come together tonight to tell you how proud we are in presenting the Excellence in Achievement Award and honored that an education received in Du Quoin schools evolved into a truly global success story which by any measure is unprecedented.

